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Since the conception of the Betsie Valley Trail the informal 
plan was to complete the 12-mile stretch from Beulah to 
Thompsonville by paving it. This plan became formalized 
in our Master Plan and over the past year, we’ve acted to 
realize this vision. 

We have final architectural drawings, a budget, and a 
governmental fiduciary – Benzonia Township. It is through 
the Township auspices that we’re able to apply for a 
series of Michigan Natural Resource Trust Fund Grants 
for up to $900,000 toward our $2.975 
million goal. Matching funds of 25%-
30% are required for that grant, but 
much more – $2 million – is required 
to fund the entire project.

To that end, we’re looking to secure 
funding through various private foun-
dations providing nongovernmental 
money. For example, one such enti-
ty has committed $100,000. We have 
submitted or will submit applications 
to other foundations to complement 
any government-originated grants. 

Another avenue for grants is the American Recovery Plan 
Act (ARPA) which is money awarded to the states for the 
funding of many diverse projects, one category of which 
is trails funding. We’ve been invited by the Michigan Trails 
& Greenways Alliance to be part of a statewide collective 
of trail projects, similar to ours, which is seeking $150 
million in ARPA money to be disbursed to local “shovel 
ready” projects. There will be fierce competition by 
many worthy organizations for this money, so there is no 
guarantee that we will receive all or any of it. We’ll learn 

more as the summer progresses. 

Clearly there are several possibilities 
for raising the money, and significant 
time and energy goes into every 
single application. We’re fortunate to 
have an experienced and dedicated 
team of volunteer grant writers 
and the counsel of knowledgeable 
consultants and lobbyists who have 
freely advised us in this pursuit. 
We also have the support of many 
local Friends members, businesses, 

Friends Working to “Complete” the Trail to Thompsonville 

An example of the unwelcoming surface 
from Beulah to Thompsonville.

The new Lewis Bridge Overlook (see story on page 3).

Continued…
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citizens, seniors, representatives of disabled individuals, 
collaborating nonprofits, and governmental entities 
within and outside Benzie County. Senator VanderWall 
and Representative O’Malley have signaled their support 
along with several other legislators. There is an emphasis 
on funding active transportation and trails this year, so 
we are hopeful. 

The BVT benefits the entire county and all the towns and 
villages along its path, but for years Thompsonville hasn’t 
been able to share this asset to the same degree due to 
the trail’s shortcomings. The town and its surrounding 
area have initiated a program of revitalization with 

plans for a trailhead visitors’ center, park, rest areas and 
parking. Thompsonville will be an important crossroads 
for cyclists in northwest Michigan, as it once was for 
rail travel, with trails from all directions meeting at the 
“Diamond Crossing.” Paving the BVT dovetails nicely with 
their plans and is essential to their success. 

We’d like to tackle the entire paving project at one time, 
but funding may be spread over several years. In that 
event, we may be required to finish the project in sections 
over more than one summer. In the best of all worlds, we 
would start in the spring of 2023 and finish during that 
summer.

“Completing” the Trail continued

Groundbreaking for New Storage Facility 

The illustration shows the planned location of the new storage facility. 

BVT Trail Care Coordinator, Charlie Gregory recently 
commented, “Having a safe, convenient, trail-side, 
centralized storage will allow us to expand our inventory 
of trail care equipment, instead of relying on volunteers 

THANK YOU to our Business Sponsors! 

We appreciate the tremendous support received from these area businesses:

• Mas Stig-Nielsen Attorneys
• McLain Cycle & Fitness
• Stormcloud Brewing Company
• The Hotel Frankfort 

to bring their own. Plus, it’ll be an immediate as well as 
ongoing cost savings.” 

The new, dedicated storage will also become home 
to the ‘bikes’ used by the wonderful non-profit, 
Joy2Ride Benzie. “Having a home for our equipment 
and supplies adjacent to the trail is a game-changer 
for Joy2Ride!,” exclaimed Carol Kraak, the program’s 
director.

Representatives from the Friends, the DNR, and 
Joy2Ride were unanimous in their choice of a location 
for the storage building at the River Road parking and 
trailhead site. Site prep work has already started. 

The Friends were most grateful for the donations they 
received to fully fund this project. Most noteworthy 
included: The Seabury Foundation ($7,500), Hank Dow 
($5,000) and Mountain Dew ($5,000).

If you’re a local business owner, 
please consider becoming a 
Sponsor. Visit our website and 
go to DONATE to learn more. 

betsievalleytrail.org/donate/

• Betsie River Campsite 
• Crystal Lake Adventure Sports
• Crystal Mountain
• Dinghy’s Restaurant & Bar
• Harbor Lights Resort 

https://betsievalleytrail.org/donate/
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Annual Members’ Meeting
2 P.M. July 12th at the 

Beulah Trailhead Visitor Center

New Accessible Lewis Bridge Overlook Honors BVT Pioneers

the crossing and the creation of the Betsie Valley Trail. It 
honors the memory of DNR employee, Mark Mandenberg, 
who was instrumental in creating the Trail and also 
Marian Gyr, a local advocate of the rail-to-trail conversion 
in Benzie County, who worked with other members of the 
community to get support for the Trail. 

This past spring, the DNR finished a “pocket park” along 
a popular portion of the Trail that overlooks the Betsie 
River at the former site of the Lewis Bridge.

According to Scott Slavin of the DNR, “Creating a site 
that was fully accessible was the number one goal at 
the location. Previously, it was not accessible to a lot 
of people with disabilities who use that portion of the 
paved Trail. The site also has been regraded, resurfaced 
and there are railings, a bike rack, and a bench.”

The site’s interpretive signage describes the history of 

The site’s interpretive signage tells the history of the crossing and 
the Trail.

Friends volunteers along with Doug Barry of the DNR planted 20 
varieties of native wildflowers and grasses at the new overlook. 

We                 Our Volunteers!

Long time volunteers Mark Walton and Bill Skaff tackle another 
spring clean-up. 

The Friends thank ALL our wonderful volunteers who 
often work on their own, using their own tools, keeping 
the Trail clean and beautiful for all to enjoy. 

Join the Team!  We have several roles available including 
Trail Crew, staff and Board members. Learn more here: 
betsievalleytrail.org/help

http://betsievalleytrail.org/help
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© The Friends of the Betsie Valley Trail is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose mission is the successful operation of the 
Betsie Valley Trail. Financial donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.   

Follow us: 
Facebook.com/betsievalleytrail

Visit: 
BetsieValleyTrail.org
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Change Service Requested

Follow us: 
Instagram.com/betsie_trail

Membership Renewal Form Enclosed 
Please Return Today!

Below you will find our new vision and mission statements. Much of our original view is included in the 
“Who we are”. However, our Vision – what we want to become, and our Mission – how we will get there, is 
better defined. We hope you agree and share our outlook.    – Jed Maker, Board President

VISION
A World-class Trail in Benzie County that Connects 
Healthy and Active Communities.

MISSION
Facilitate the continued development and acces-
sibility of the Betsie Valley Trail eventually link-
ing with a growing network of Michigan trails.  We 
accomplish this by creating awareness, raising 
funds, and coordinating efforts of individuals, civic 
groups, local businesses, and government entities.

Who Benefits: Individuals, families, visitors, and businesses will 
enjoy the benefits of access to new and improved non-motor-
ized pathways that promote outdoor recreation, health, envi-
ronmental and cultural preservation, and economic develop-
ment.

Who We Are: The Friends of the Betsie Valley Trail is a non-profit 
organization composed of local individuals who advocate, 
promote and encourage the development and successful 
operation of the Betsie Valley Trail in partnership with the 
Betsie Valley Trailway Management Council and the DNR. 

http://Facebook.com/betsievalleytrail
http://BetsieValleyTrail.org
http://Instagram.com/betsie_trail

